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In 1990, the Architecture and Heritage Department of the French Ministry of 
Culture and Communication decided to attach the label of “City of Art and 
History” on the city of Vienne to underline the efforts made to enhance and 
promote its heritage. Indeed, everyone in Vienne would like to share this 
heritage as well as their particular quality of life with you. 
 
 
Vienne is a medium-sized city of about 30 000 inhabitants (45 000 if one 
counts the suburb), located on the left-bank of the Rhône river, in the 
department* of Isère (*administrative division of a region in France). It has a 
key-role in the Rhône-Alpes region. Actually, it is close from the Alps and the 
Jura department (in the west of France), and under the southern influences 
of the departments of Drôme and Ardèche. It also offers easy driving access 
to the Massif Central (in the east). 
 
 
 The city of Vienne is convenient: located near highways in all direction and 
close to large cities such as Lyon (30 min), Valence (45 min), Saint-Etienne 
(45 min), Grenoble (1h)… 
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The richness of its heritage still alive 
   

�  Follow the guide for the historic background of the  city: 
�
�
During the Antiquity, the city of Vienne, called Vienna, spread over both 
banks of the Rhône river. On the left bank, today Saint-Romain-en-Gal, 
some houses, thermal, and warehouses were built. On the right bank, today 
Vienne, public edifices were constructed, such as the temple on the forum, 
the theatre, the Odeon, and the circus, which you can still see today. 
 
 

Vienne was first inhabited by a tribe of Gaule 
called the Allobroges and became a Roman 
colony in 40 to 50 A.D. An about 8km-long 
perimeter wall, sign of prestige at this time, was 
erected around Vienne. You can still see some 
remains of this wall today. 
 
 

By the 5th century, the Christian 
community settled in the area and many religious 
monuments (churches and monasteries) were 
built (f.e. the basilica St Pierre). Pope Calixtus 
was elected in Vienne in 1119, and the 
ecumenical council took place in Vienne as well 
from 1311 to 1312 AD. The religious life was 
very intense in Vienne during this period. 
 
 

In the 11th century, Vienne, and all the 
Kingdom of Burgundy, were inherited by the 
German Emperor (Holy German Empire) and 
kept until 1450, when it became part of the 
Kingdom of France under the rule of King Philip 
the Fair, who settled in Vienne with his court. 
 
Thereafter, at the beginning of the 18th century, the inhabitants of Vienne 
enjoyed an economic revival of their city due to the development of 
metallurgical and textile industries, first settled along the Gere River. These 
activities reached their “golden age” in the 19th century, especially with the 
arrival of the railway in 1854, but then suffered a high competition and finally 
disappeared at the beginning of the 20th century. 
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Today, Vienne is a dynamic city, above all characterized by the service 
sector, but also some high-tech industries. The city is a center of intense 
commercial and cultural activities all year round too, with its internationally-
known Vienne Jazz Festival  held from 27th June to 11th july. Some 
worldwide known musicians are expected  
 
Vienne has kept the remains of different 
civilizations, which had lived in the city, from the 
Ancient times, the middle Ages, Renaissance, to 
the contemporary (industrial) era. 
�
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� An Heritage…which is still alive: ��
��

The city of Vienne has launched many actions to 
enhance and promote its heritage and can offer 
various activities 
enjoyable to a wide 
public.  
��
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The Roman theatre  is the main center for the Jazz Festival ; the Saint-

Maurice cathedral  is still a place of liturgical 
celebration and also a site for concerts ; the 
Saint Pierre church  houses an archaeological 
museum; and the Gere Valley, former factories 
area, has all been restored in houses and activity 
centers. 
�
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Some outstanding monuments and museums are also dispatched in the city: 
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As far as the other main monuments in Vienne are concerned, they have all 
been restored to allow visitors to enjoy their beauty and history. 
 
 You can also notice that a tour called « Faces of Vienne » has been 
created. It is an itinerary around the various sites, and various signs allow 
visitors to discover and understand the urban landscape and its 
development.  
 
 
 � September, 15h and 16th 2008: European Heritage Days 
�
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The city of Vienne benefits by a natural setting. 
  
Inner the city, the priority has been given to the preservation of green spaces 
(public gardens, the Cybèle gardens, the banks of the Rhône river…) and 

many roads are bordered with 
trees (cours Brillier…).  
  
Furthermore, Vienne is near the 
« Parc Naturel Régional du 
Pilat », a 700 km²-wide 
preserved park, and close to 
large wooded and undulating 
areas of the Pays Viennois (Bas 
Dauphiné). These wide areas 
allow the practising of lots of 

many outdoor sports.  
  
Concerning the Rhône river, old way of communication, it gives the city a 
little fresh breeze, and also allows the practising of various sport or leisure 
activities (cruising and lunching on the Rhône river…).  
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A refined gastronomy 
 

 
It is in Vienne that Mr Fernand 
Point decided to open its now 
internationally known restaurant 
« La Pyramide »**** . The 
restaurant is now managed by 
Patrick Henriroux, and does not fail 
to keep its refined gastronomic 
cuisine. 
 
 

Furthermore, Vienne is surrounded by the famous terrace vineyards of 
Côtes Rôties , Condrieu , and of the vines  of Seyssuel, renowned 
throughout the country for their quality and taste.  
    
The « Pays viennois » is also rich of other specialities like the « Rigotte » of 
Condrieu (cheese), the « Poire de Colombier » (a kind of pear brandy, which 
is  preapared with  William pears)… 
  
And, let’s not forget the producers around Vienne, who welcome the public 
for tasting and sale of their products.  
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� A dynamic city, encouraging exchanges and meetings…     
  
Do not be misleading however! Vienne is not a city which lives in the past. It 
is also a dynamic city where people are very open-minded and willing to 
organize meetings and various events. 
  

� It is also the place where many of high tech industries have 
settled: Calor, Candia Yoplait, EDF-GDF, R2R, Wanner Isofi, Po Scandex, 
Gedimat, Laboratoire ADP, Gineys, Grenouillet SARL… The city of Vienne 
welcomes many companies in the third sector enterprises as the service, 
too.  
  

� Several events are organized each year in Vienne and the most 
prestigious of these are : the « Jazz à Vienne » Festival, the Humour 
Festival, the Thriller Festival, the « Poetry Day »…All year round, several 
fairs, temporary exhibitions, forums, competitions, second-hand market are 
also organized and all these events boost meetings and open dialogs.  
The community life is also very 
dynamic and concerns various 
domains: sport, culture, leisure, mutual 
aid…  
  

� Vienne is also linked with 
seven other cities in Europe. Thanks to 
the International Committee of 
International Exchanges, several 
actions are undertaken to develop 
meetings and exchanges between the inhabitants of these cities.  

 
 
17th  March to 5th april -24th 2008: Humour Festival 
 
June 28th- July 13th 2008: “International  Jazz à Vienne” Festival” 
 
October 19th et 20th  2008 : Vienne Fair  

 
November 15-16th 2008: Thriller Festival 
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� Many small businesses , 
 
� A daily market  and the 2nd weekly largest market in France 
 
� Nice pedestrian streets , 
 
� Underground parking, 
  
� A small town centre to make you tour of 
Vienne very easy, 
 
� Numerous city maps , allowing to locate 
easily, 
  
� Some amenities for disabled persons  (sites, parking…), 
 
� Many activities can be practised: outdoor and indoor sports, culture, 
leisure… …whatever you’re into, you’ll find it in Vienne, 
 
� the presence of the river and the improvements of its banks , 
  
� The closeness of preserved par 
ks, 
 
� The proximity of larger cities, 
  
� The closeness of the Mediterranean Sea (300 km) and the 
mountains (100 km from the Alps, Massif Central…)… 
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Welcome to tourist office 
 

 
 
Address:  
  
 Cours Brillier  

38200 Vienne – France 
 
 Tel : (00 33) 4 74 53 80 30 
         (00 33) 4 74 53 80 32 (groups unit) 
  
 Fax : (00 33) 4 74 53 80 31 
 E-mail : contact@vienne-tourisme.com  
 
  
 
Associated Web sites 
  
 www.vienne.fr  
 
 www.jazzavienne.com  
 
 www.vienne-online.com  
 
  
 
  
Opening hours 
  
All   year: 
Monday to Saturday: 9.00am to 12.00pm and from 1.30 pm to 6.00pm 
Sunday: from 10.00 am to 12.00pm and from 1.30 pm t o 5.00pm 
  


